From Tilsit to Chaumont
before. The traditional accounts of the Canning and Castlereagh encounter are confused and contradictory ; so minutely careful an authority as Sir Archibald Alison, rebutting the charge of the two principals in the affair having caused a Cabinet scandal, declares that when they fought both had ceased to be ministers. May not the truth be that both had placed their resignations in Portland's hands, but that the king's pleasure on them had not been taken ?
The next resignation, that of the Prime Minister, the Duke of Portland himself (he died a few weeks afterwards), made Spencer Perceval premier and provided a famous Foreign Secretary of a later day, Lord Palrnerston, with an opening for his great career. Canning was immediately followed at the Foreign Office by the third Earl Bathurst. Bathurst had been made Master of the Mint by Pitt, had retained that post under Addington, and had been the Duke of Portland's President of the Board of Trade. With a happy knack of making himself useful in any position at the shortest notice, he was always in readiness for temporary employment, as now, in the capacity of stop-gap and warming-pan. One of his diplomatic missions had for its object to encourage the Tyrolese in the rising against Napoleon. Perceval was already in communication with Frere's successor in our Madrid embassy, Lord Wellesley, the elder brother of Sir Arthur who was leading our army to victory. In rather less than two months Wellesley had sufficiently wound up his business as British representative at the court of Madrid to return to England and to become at the Foreign Office the
colleague of a minister quite as antipathetic to himself
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